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Contextualizing Expertise:
A Strategy for Maximizing Guest Lectures

To make best use of guest expertise: prepare students ahead of time, provide support for
engagement during the event, and spend time after the experience working with students
to relate new knowledge and skills to course goals and learning objectives.

The Strategy

Effective use of a guest's time is important to students, instructors, and
guests. In order to maximize these visits, | prepare students ahead of time,
provide support for engagement during the event, and spend time after the
experience working with students to relate new knowledge and skills to
course goals and learning objectives.

Independent Worksheet: Brainstorm. Discuss. Refine.

I use a funnel approach to encourage students to think deeply about the value of the visit and about how
guest expertise connects to their own interests and experiences. To this end, students brainstorm by
independently generating a large number of ideas, then focus on the most compelling and relevant of these.
Next, they discuss the ideas they have generated as a class, and refine those questions to ask the guest.

Guest Lecture: Engage. Record.

With a guest expert present, students have access to the list of questions and additional material they have
prepared as a class. They will be asked to address these questions after the visit, and so pay special
attention to answers and to new information which obviates some questions and lends new significance to
others.

Asynchronous Reflection: Reflect. React.

After the visit, students post about their experiences on Canvas. They reflect on the questions they prepared
as a class, those they asked the guest, and the answers they received. They describe insights and
surprises, and identify assumptions which shaped their questions which have since been challenged.

In-class Synthesis: Discuss. Integrate.
Students discuss the value of this guest lecture toward meeting course goals and learning objectives.

Materials, Process, and Reflection

Why Contextualize?

Guest lecturers contribute expertise, novel and real-world Every semester, | ask
practitioners to talk about their work. Topics range from practical applications to exploratory research, and
students say that guest lectures give them a new appreciation for course material. Guest lectures are often
engaging and interesting; with preparation, they can also be part of powerful teaching strategies.

Explicitly connecting guest lectures to students' prior knowledge and to larger course goals reinforces key concepts
and helps students retain more from guest experts. Co-creating tools which set concrete expectations for
engagement helps students get more out of discussions. Students who might be less confident winging it find prepared
questions helpful, and are more engaged in discussions.
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